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„ 


Samuel Chandler, &c. 
Friend Chandler, 


HE learned World, and eſpecial- 
ly the Clergy of che Church of 
England, having thought thy Ser- 
mon to be an inſignificant Trifle, 


and not worth their Notice; I hope both 


they and thou will excuſe me, if I, who 
am no Scholar, and of a different Perſua- 
ſion, do preſume to offer my Thoughts up- 
on it at this Juncture, and tell thee what 
I hear in common Converſation. Thou 
knoweſt that Thoughts are free, and if I 
may judge from the Liberty, which thou 
takeſt in ſpeaking, thou muſt alſo be a 
Free-Thinker. 

I am acquainted with the Parſon of my 
Pariſh, who is an old good natur'd Man, 
and alſo with an old diſbanded Officer, who 
ſerved in the late Wars, and three or four 

B Country- 
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Country-Fellows, who are merry Compani- 


ons; and I tell thee what Talk hath been 


among us; becauſe they think, that it is to 


the ſame Purpole, throughout the whole 
Kingdom. 

When the Noiſe of thy Sermon came to 
my Ears, like that of a e Cannon, (as 
my Officer calls it) I was willing to borrow 
it, to ſee if it was worth my Money if I 
ſhould buy it. But to tell thee truly, Friend 
Chandler, the more 1 read it, the worſe I 


like it. 
We all very much commend the Deſign 


of thee and thy Brethren in ſetting up. this 


Lecture againſt Popery, as very neceſſary ar 


this Time.” and wiſh it the utmoſt Succeſs 
therein; but we fear, that if thy Brethren 


have no more Guts in their Brains, than 


thou haſt, they. will do themſelves a Miſchief 
in the End.- And tho' we think thy Argu- 
ments againſt Popery to be unanſwerable, 
and hope that theirs will be ſo too; yet 


there is Danger, that the Event will be like 
a General (as my Officer faith) who gains 


a compleat Victory over his Enemies, and 


foles his own right Arm in the Engage- 
ment. 


World, and eſpecially to the Clergy, * I. ſaid, 


Days ſhould Speak, and multitude of years 


Should teach on But there 1s a Jpirit in 


Job xxx ii. 7, 8.3 10, 113 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 223 and Job 
FXX111, 1. | 
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man; and the inſpiration of the Almigbiy 
giveth them underſtanding. Therefore I ſaid, 
Hearken unto me; I will ſhew my opinion. 
Behold, I waited for your words: But when I 


bad waited, I ſaid, I will alſo anſwer my 


part; I will alſo ſhew my opinion. For I am 
full of matter, the ſpirit within me conſtraineth 


me. Behold, my belly is as wine, that hath 


no vent; it is ready to burſt like new bottles. 
1 will ſpeak, that I may be refreſhed: I will 
open my lips and anſwer, I know not how to 
give flattering titles. Wherefore, O Samuel, 


I pray thee, hear my ſpeeches, and hearken to 


all my words. 


| Thoſe of my Perſuaſion, are plain, down 


right Men. We ſpeak the Thoughts of our 
Hearts; and if we call a Man, a Fool, a 
Knave, or a Liar, &c. it is not becauſe he 


is ſo, but becauſe we think him ſo. I know 
not how. to go out of my old Road. And 


whether I happen to be miſtaken, I crave 


thy Pardon. 


And now to begin with thy Text, as 
Firſt, of the Firſt, * Theſe things IT write un- 
fo thee, that thou mayeſt know, 4$ow thou 
oughteſt to behave thy ſeif in the houſe of God. 

When I had read thy Sermon, I reſolv'd 
to puzzle my Country Parſon, and went to 
his Houſe, and aſked him, How many were 
the Notes of the Church? He could not 


give me a ready Anſwer. He went into 


his Study, and when he came out he told 


* 1. Tim. tl. 14, 18. 
2 me 


(6] 
me there were fifteen. I ſaid, that I would 
lay a Wager, which was half a Crown, that 
there were but eight, and produced thy Ser- 
mon for my Authority. So that I loſt my 
Money by taking thy Word, which I will - 
never do again; and I think, that thou 
oughteſt in Conſcience, if thou haſt any, to 
repay me; or elſe I ſhall loſe more by read- 
ing thy Sermon, than all thy Writings ever 


were, or ever will be worth. And l muſt = 
complain of thee, Friend Chandler, that ton 


doit things by halves; yea, verily, thou doſt S 
things by halves, which I find to my Sor- 
TOW. = | 
My Parſon told me, that to 3 of 
one of theſe Notes fully, would be Matter 
enough for a Sermon. And I find, that thou 
haſt put eight of them into one. This is 
doing of things by half Quarters; and it 
agrees not with the Promiſe of thy Prede- 
ceſſor, that as you have a great Advantage 
in this Controverſy; fo it will be proves and 
maintained freely and fully. And * his Bre- 
thren, who followed him would enter more deep- 
ly into tis Myſtery of Iniquity, and carefully 
repreſent, and ſufficiently confute and expoſe it. 
My Parſon tells me, that one Bellarmine 7 
{whom © thou knoweſt) hath vſed ſeveral pr: 
tended Arguments to prove thoſe Marks to 
be true Marks, and to belong to the Church * 
of Rome, but chou haſt not anſwered one of 


2 Barker's Sermon, Jan. 9. pag. 3. u Pag. 18. c Thy. 
Sermon, pag. 9, 11, 21, 30, and 46. | 
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them. This is ſtill worſe and worſe, and 
agrees not with thy Predeceſſor's Promiſe that 


the Popiſh Religion ſhould be fairly charged, 


fully heard and ſolemnly condemned; and I 


think, that when thou ſpeakeſt, that which, 
perhaps, thou thinkeſt to be Truth, thou 
oughteſt not to endeavour to make him a 
Liar. e ee | 
1 find, that thy Talent lies very much in 
reading News Papers, particularly“ The Cou- 


rant, and probably that © peſtilent, malignant 
Paper, called The Craftſman. Perhaps thou 


haſt nothing elſe to do, and I wiſh that 
thou wouldeſt ſpend thy Time in nothing 
elſe, leſt thou ſhouldeſt undertake too many 
Things at once. Prithee, write a Weekly 
Paper againſt them, and confute them both. 


But if thou thinkeſt that to be too much 


Pains, there is a Ballad, called, The London 
Apprentice, which I believe to be falſe, and 


Poor Robin's Almanac for the laſt Year, which 
I diflike in many things, and I ſhould take 


itas a Favour, if thou wouldeſt publiſh to the 


World, firſt from the Pulpit, and then from 


the Preſs, what Opinion thou haſt of them. 
The Reaſon, why I ſhould be glad to 
confine thee to ſuch Studies as theſe, is, be- 


cauſe as the Bee gathers Honey out of every 
Flower; ſo thou ſeemeſt to extract Venom 


out of every Pamphlet. Witneſs thy un- 
generous © Treatment of the Bob of Lon— 


* Barker's Sermon, pag. 1. Þ Thy Sermon, pag. 55. Bar- 


fon's 


„ Y 
duns Letter againſt Popery to the Clergy of 
his Dioceſs. In one Place thou ſayeſt, 7 © 

Popery be really increaſing ; and if the Prelates 
of this Kingdom are ſenſible of it, and thou cl 
quoteſt this Letter for it. But thy unlucky : 
F leaves it doubtful. And in four Pages af 1 
ter thou ſayeſt, “ abſolutely, that the Increaſe * 
of Popery is not ſo great, as hath been appr e- 

hended, and quoteſt the ſame Letter for the * 
contrary Opinion. This ſhews, that thou 
art a dangerous Fellow, and can'ſt wreſt any 
Writings as thou pleaſeſt ; and I defire, that 
thou wilt let the ſacred Scriptures alone, leſt 
if thou © wre/te/t them, as thou wreſte/? other 
Authors, it may be 7o thy own deſtruction. 
My Clergyman complains of thee, that 
thou treateſt the Clergy of the Church of 
England, in a very uncommon and ſcanda- 
lous Manner, ſometimes in general Ex- 
preſſions, which may be applied either to 
them, or the Church of Rome. Of which 
there are theſe Inſtances. Firſt, Thou ſayeſt, 
without any Limitation, “ That the Super- 
frition and Tyranny of the Biſhops and Clergy 
hath made them appropriate to themſelves, 
the Name of the Church, and under that vene- 
rable Character have eredted to themſelves an 
Empire, upon the Ruins of Chriſtiamty, and 
the civil and religious Liberties of Mankind. 
Secondly, Thou ſayeſt, It is but foo true, 
that all the great Innovations, as to the Chriſ= 


Pag. 54 > Potſeript. Pet, li. 16. 4 Pag. 3. 
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Particular. 
who are dead, they have anſwered for them- 
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| tian Doctrine and Worſhip have been introduced 
u the Biſhops and Clergy under the ſacred Cha- 
rater of the Church. In both theſe Places 
thou oughteſt to explain thy ſelf by an 
# expreſs Limitation of ſuch harſh Sayings, to 
the Biſhops and Clergy of the Church of 


x69 
9 ome 
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Thirdly, Thou ſayeſt, but they are but 


* vain Words, * that the Clergy have oftentimes 
Z appropriated to themſelves the Name of the 
2 Church excluſive of the Chriſtian People. What 


might be done in former Times, we are 
not accountable for. It is a bitter Invective 


b aginſt the Aſſembly of Divines, who former- 
ly met at Weſtminſter, againſt the Aſſembly, 


who now meet in Scotland, againſt the 


Teachers in our Way, and againſt all the 


Diſſenters of every Denomination, tho' I 


2 ſuppoſe, that thou didſt not mean it of thy 


own. And I hope that it is falſe in every 
If thou intendeſt it againſt any 


ſelves. If thou intendeſt it againſt any Per- 


ſons of the Church of England now living, 


thou oughteſt to prove it expreſly out of 


their own Writings, and clear the Inno- 
cent; otherwiſe thou art like the Fews, who 


blaid many and grievous complaints again/t 


Paul, which they could not prove; or like © the 


Accuſer of our brethren, who accuſed them be- 
fore our God day and night. But in this, 

10 | | 
Pag 8, Acts xxv. 7. © Rev. xii. 10. 


Friend 


5 | T. 10 ] 7] 
| Friend Saen , . thou doſt the deeds of thy * 

N Fiber. . 

Again, thou ayeſt, b The Clergy's aſſuming 

and appropriating the Name of the Church 

fo themſelves is an Uſurpation of the Honour * 

and Privilege, which Chriſt hath conferred 1 

on you, fellow Proteſtants. If thou meaneſt 

thy ſelf and thy Fellows, I ſhall not diſpute 7 

with thee. If chou hadſt ſaid, It was fo, © | 

I ſhould not have quoted the Paſſage. But V 

as thou ſayeſt, It is ſo, ſhew me, where it c 

is ſo, except in the Church of Rome, or ] 

elſe, ſpeak more particularly for the Future, t 

ri 


or hold thy Peace. 
The fifth Note of the Church, which 
thou mentioneſt, © is, the Succeſſion of Biſhops © 7 
in the Roman Church from the Apoſtles to the 7 © 
preſent Time. I agree with thee, that if is © C 
a Note of no Significancy. But whereas thou © 
ſayeſt, that 77 is inſiſted on by many, who „. 
call themſelves Proteſtants, as neceſſary to tbe ” 
J. aledity of all Sacraments and Adminiſtra- 1. 
tions in the Church, My Clergyman inſiſts 4 
upon it, that thou oughteſt to name in Par- ©0 
ricular, who they are, that now inſiſt on 9 
any fuch thing, or hold thy Tongue for 7} 
ſhame; for it is thy Part, as a Chriſtian, = 
to clear the Innocent. 190 
Thou alſo aſkeſt, * Ts 11 any Honour to Per 5 
teſtant Epiſcopacy, to derive all its Claims from 4. 
theſe Men, 1000 were not only a Scandal to e 


3 John vüi. 48. b Pag. + Pag. 34. d Pag. ; £ || - 


[ 1x ] 

to Chriſtianity, but a Reproach to Men? 
Here thou diſcovereſt, againſt whom theſe 
eneral Invectives are particularly aimed at. 
And I will anſwer thee as plainly, that it 
is no Honour to them; and therefore firſt 
prove it'upon them, and then * Raſe it, raſe 
it, even to the foundation thereof. Let thy 


8 Friends be the Cat's Foot, and our Friends 


will be the Monkeys. You do the Work, 
and we will look on. We only deſire at 
laſt to come in, and ſhare their Eſtates be- 
tween us. But keep this as a Secret to be 
revealed in due Time. 

Thou farther addeſt, 7 Ane very well, 
that there are among us Men, wwbo allow the 
Church of Rome to be à true, tho corrupted 
Church, and who derive their own $ ucceſſion 
of Biſhops from thoſe of her Communion, and 
think, that the Validity of their own Sacra 
ments and Orders depends on their preſerving 
the Succeſſion intire; and who farther freely 
allow, that Men may be ſaved within the Pale 
of the Romiſh Church, according to the Terms 
of the Goſpel Covenant. 

And I own, that theſe and ſuch like Con- 
ceſſions may be very neceſſary to the Support 
of ſome certain Schemes, Pretences and Claims; 


But I am very certain, hat it is doing no Cre- 


dit, nor bringing any Security to the Pro- 
getan: Cauſe, eſpecially as thoſe, who make thoſe 


Allowances to the Church of Rome, condemn 


all thoſe, who diſſent from themſelves, as guil- 
2 Pal, CXXXVII. 7. =. Pag. 33 and 34. 
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12 
ty of Schiſm, and all their Sacraments and Ad- 
miniſtrations as null and void. 

How far this reflects on the Church of 
En gland is eaſy to judge, and how far ir 
18 falle ſcandalous and malicious, I ſhall not 
determine. I know of no Books lately print- 
ed, which aſſert ſuch things; and as to Mens 
Hearts, both thou and I muſt leave them 

to God alone. Verily, Friend Chandler, * thou 


art beſide thy ſelf; too much Conceitedneſs, 


and too little Learning, hath made thee mad. 
And, As a mad man, who caſteth firebrands, 
arrows and death; ſo art thou, who deceiveſt 


thy whole Congregation, whilſt the ſober 


Part can hardly tell, whether thou art in 
Sport or in Earneſt. 

Verily, Friend Chandler, thou art obliged 
to clear up theſe Things, that others may 
know them to be true, or elſe the ignorant 
People will be apt again to ſay of thee, 
Jh art of thy father the devil, and the 
Jujts of thy father thou wilt do: He abode not 
in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in him. 


When he [peaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own ; © 


for he is a liar, and the father of it. 


My Clergyman ſaith, that the Clergy of 


the Church of England, do not condemn 
thy Friends as guilty of Schiſm, which thou 
falſely affirmeſt, and he gives this Reaſon for 
it. They adminiſter the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper to them, which they could 


not do if this was ſo; becauſe they have 


Acts xxvi. 24. Prov. xxvi. 18, 19, © John viii. 44. 
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134 
a Canon, which they are obliged to obſerve, 
that Schiſmaticks ſhould not be admitted to 
the Communion. 0 

One of our Country-Fellows obſerves, 
that in the Concluſion of thy Sermon, thou 


ſpeakeſt of thy ſelf, for want ef a better 


Voucher, Firſt, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel; 
but he thinks, that there is nothing in that, 


for thou, who teacheſt another, condemneſt 


thy ſelf, by ſaying, The mutual and firm 


Union of thoſe, who profeſs the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 1s eſpecially by the 
Exerciſe of fervent Charity, and the Love of the 


Brethren is made one of the diſtinguiſhing Marks 


of a true Chriſtian. Mind * the Text, which 
thou thy ſelf didſt quote on this Occaſion. 
A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye 
alſo love one another. By this ſhall all men 


know, that ye are my diſciples, i ye have love 


one towards another. 
Secondly, As a Lover of Liberty. That 

thou art, for thou takeſt it with a Ven- 

geance. Thirdly, As a Proteſtant ; That thou 


. mayeſt be allowed to be, for thou proteſteſt 
both againſt Popery and the Reformation at 


once. But thou fayeſt nothing of thy ſelf 
as a Politician; becauſe hitherto thou haſt 
ſhewn no Politicks ar all. 

I wiſh, that thou hadſt heard thy Pre- 
deceſſor's Sermon, before thou hadſt preach- 


ed thy own. He faithyz In this Diſpute a- 


a. Canon 27. John xiii. 34, 35. Pag. 30. 
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gainſt Popery we may engage, as in à common 


Cauſe, 8 Suſpicion of private Intereſt or 
farty Vie And for my Part, I cannot bur 
think the hs ſent Juncture is a loud Call upon 
us to lay aſide all Differences among ourſelves, 
if any ſuch remain, when the common Enemy 
of Diſjenters and m all Proteſtants is, I know 


not with what Views, making freſh and vige- 


rous Attempts upon us. 
Thou farther addeſt, * If 7s one Nete, 
that the Church of Rome can be notrue Church, 


becauſe ſhe hath no Charity, and curſes, ana- 
 thematizes, and damns all, who will not ſub- 


mit to her Uſupations. Ob, that the ſame fatal 


Spirit had never entered into the Churches of 
the Reformation, to diſturb their Peace, to diſ- 
treſs their Friends, and give their Enemies an 


Occaſian of Triumph ! Our Parſon faith, 
that this is a Reflection on the Church of 
England, for what hath happened many 
Years ago, but it is unjuſt, ſpiteful and 
malicious in thee to mention it at this Time; 
becauſe the Diſſenters all know, that for 
many Years laſt paſt, they have been of a 


diflerent Temper toward them. I ſhall only 


anſwer thee in thy own Words. Ob, that 
this fatal Spirit had never entered into thy 


Head, to diſturb our Peace, di iftreſs our Friends, 
and give our Enemies an Occaſion of Triumph ! 


I ſhall mention but one Quotation more. 
Thou ſpeakeſt of the Liberty of ſeducing o- 
thers to their corrupt Communion, and addeſt, 
2 Pag. 52. Prove: XxX 5. Pag. 51. 

. 55 e 


1 


3 
* 


* Friends to do the ſame? 


but hardly proved. 


[ x5 ] 


= fee the Effects of this boaſted Liberty among 
Peroteſtants! But, Friend, ſhall thou and 


thy Friends have the Liberty to * compaſs 


fea and land to make proſelytes? And 


wilt not thou give Liberty to us and our 
Thou ſayeſt wo, 
becauſe thy Church is pure, but ours are 
corrupt Communions. This is eaſily ſaid, 
|. It is no Credit to thee 
and thy Friends to b /ay to all others, and 


by thy ſelf, come not near to me, for I am 
 holier than thou. 


Bur, verily, Friend, thou 
haſt a /moak within thee, and a fire that 
burneth all the day. 

Thou /peakeſ? in general Terms of thy ſelf 


and thy own . The ſame Men, who have re- 


jected thy Communion, have thrown off their 


Chriſtianity too. But are there no Chriſtians 
in England but thoſe of thy Church? If ſo, 
it is a little Flock indeed, and thy way of 
preaching will make it leſs. O thou un- 
charitable Wretch! Thou ſayeſt * Nothing is 
more evident, than that fervent Charity and 
Love is an eſpecial and diſtinguiſhing Mark of 
a Diſciple of Chriſt. And thus hilt thou 


judgeſt all others, thou condemneſt thy ſelf. 


Thou farther addeſt, * They who have re- 
nounced thy Religion, are grown indifferent to 


all, Friend, * This kind of arguing is falla- 


cious and inconcluſive. Doſt thou know the 
Hearts of Men? Or are there no Exceptions 


a Matt. xxiil. 15. 
© Rom. 11. 1. 


b Iſa. Ixv. 5. ag . 
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to thy general Propoſition? Judge not, 


that thou are not judged, For with what 


judgment thou der, thou ſhall be judged, 


and with what meaſure thou meeteſt, i 7 F ſhall 
be meaſured to thee again. Thou hypocrite, firſt 
caſt out the beam, which is in thine own eye; 
and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to pull out the 
mote, which is in thy brother's eye, Thy Bolt, 


Friend, is eaſily ſhot, but it flies at ran- 


dom. 

I love my Parſon, becauſe as is 4 Man 
intirely for Liberty of Conſcience. He faith, 
That the Act of Toleration is one of the 
beſt Acts in the Kingdom, conſidered in it 
ſelf; and believes that none of the Clergy 
of the Church of England are for the Re- 
pealing of it. He faith, that the Primitive 


Chriſtians, in all their Apologies to the Hea- 


thens, which he values, have ſo fully clear- 
ed that Point, that it is paſt Diſpute; but 
he thinks, that as all our Friends had his 
Favour from the Church of England, that 
there is ſomething of Gratitude due to them. 
And that if we do expect any farther Fa- 


vours from them, we ought to treat them 
with Decency and good Manners in the * 
mean Time. 


He faith, that he remembers, how the 
Clergy of the Church of England did inthe 
Reign of King Charles the Second's Time, 
3 againſt the Diſſenters in moſt of 


their Sermons, and he blames them for it. 


4 XIatt. vii. I, 2z 5 
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se ſaith, that ſuch railing Accuſations and 


uncharitable Cenſures, and alſo ſtate Poli- 
ticks, is a profaning of the Pulpit, and a 


F proſtituting the Order, and wiſhes, that it 


may never be ſo again, He ſaith, that the 
Clergy of the Church of England have gene- 
rally left off this Way of Preaching, and 
their Sermons are generally practical. But 


he adds, that if thou and thy Friends go 


on in this Way, he cannot anſwer for the 
Conſquences of it. Men will naturally draw 
their Swords, when they are ſo furiouſly at- 
tacked, and a one Deep will call for another 
at the Noije of thy Water Spouts. 


Our Parſon lately read all theſe Quotati- 


ons in a full Company of our pleaſant Com- 
panions. Our Officer called thy Sermon, 


a direct Declaration of War againſt the 
Church of England. Our Parſon ſaid, that 


thou art a true Member of the Church mili- 


fant here en Earth. It is a hard Word, but 


I fancy, thou knoweſt what it means. A 


Propofition was made to ſend thee into the 
Army againſt the French; but that is not in 
our Power. Our Officer ſaid, that thou 


wouldeſt make a good private Centinel, for 


thou fighteſt without fear or wit, and it is 
ſuch that they want; but he thought, that 
thou couldeſt not make a good Commander, 
becauſe thou haſt not a Capacity for it. 
Another ſaid, That thou mighteſt fight with- 
out Fear; becauſe there was no fear of 
«Pal, Ii. 7 

| daſhing 
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daſhing out thy Brains, for he Golgi, that 


- —— - p - . - - 
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thou haſt none ar all. f . 
Another of the Company, who bath Skill * 
in Anatomy, took him up for this, and ſaid, 8 


That he was ſure thou haſt Brains, becauſe 

by Experiment he had found Brains in a 
Goole, notwithſtanding the vulgar n A 
to the contrary. = 
The other craved Pardon, and admitted, 

that thou haſt Brains; however he pleaded 
that the Thickneſs of thy Skull could ſecure 
thy Brains from any Danger. 
My Anatomiſt anſwered, That he could 4 
ſay nothing to that without trying with a 
Probe; but if thou wouldeſt give him leave, 
it ſhould coſt thee nothing of any Value, 2 
and he would give the World ſuch a ſatis- 
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t 
factory Account, as might be an Advantage : 
to the Publick. j 
I ſhall ſay no more of thy Skull and Brains, 
for I think it not worth my while. 0 

Another of the Company ſaid, that thou ; 
wouldeſt make a very good Champion in 6 
the Army, becauſe, like Goliaba, thou couldeſt 1 
arm thy ſelf with a Coat of Braſs from Head 
to Foot, which would ſecure thee from any I 
thing but a Cannon Buller. | A | 

Our Officer ſaid, that he never obſerved 1 
any ſuch thing in the Army, during all the | 
Campaigns in which he ſerved. But he ſaid, 7 


that if a War ſhould happen, and thou 
wouldeſt ſhew the Officers, how to make 


2 1 Sam, xvii. 5» 6. 
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ſuch for their Regiments, the Merit thereof 
would get thee good Preferment in the Ar- 
my, and thou mighteſt be both the Colonel. 
and the Trumpeter at once. 
Another ſaid, That that might do, for 
he heard that thou didſt once deal in Papers, 
2 and as the Intereſt of one Call made thee 
a Parſon, and changed thee from white to 
2 black; ſo the Intereſt of two Calls mighc 
transform thee from black to red, and then, 
like a boil'd Lobſter, thou wouldeſt be good 
for ſomething, whereas now thou pincheſt 
with thy Claws, and art good for nothing 
bur Miſchief, and to frighten theſe, who 
know not what thou art. 
But as thy Declaration of War againſt 
the Church of England, who is our Friend 
at the ſame Time, is ridiculous; ſo it is un- 
juſt and unſeaſonable. It is unjuſt ; becauſe 
there was no Provocation given on either 
Side. And it is unſeaſonable; becauſe thee 
and thy Friends are juſtly engaged againſt a 
common Enemy, in which Cate we wiſh 
thee and them the utmoſt Succeſs! The 
News Papers, with which thou art well ac- 
quainted, give us no Account, that France, 
being now engaged againſt the Germans, de- 
clares War either againſt the Engiz/h, Dutch, 
Muſcovites, or any other Nation; becauſe 
they are willing to conquer one firſt. I ſhall 
ask thee in thy own Words, * And may we 
not here learn Policy from our Enemies ? 


a Pa. 53- 
. So 
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So faith the Author, Fas eff & ab beſte 
{EE „ N 
The Day after this Sermon came to my 
Hands, which was on the thirtieth Day af 
January, I aſked my Parſon, what thun 
meaneſt by the Readineſs of thy Friends 16 
| fave the Eflabliſh'd Church in the Time of hr 

Danger? And whether that Day was ſet 
apart in Commemoration of it? Heanſwer'd, 

that this Day was ſet apart on another A- 
count. Which was this, in King Charles te 


Firſt's Time there was ſome pretended Grie- * 
vances in the State, of which the Diſſenters = 
taking the Advantages, made loud Cries to 

regulate the Church. Letters were ſent to the 

King by Henderſon on this Subject; and o- 

thers made different Attempts by different 
Methods. When this would not do, the 
Complaints grew louder, and a Rebellion 

was begun in Scotland, which ended in tze 
publick Murder of King Charles the Firſt, 
on this Day. When this was done, they 
ſoon regulated the Church. They ſaid o, Let 
1s take to ourſelves the houſes of God in poſ- 
ſeſſion. They turned out all the Biſhops, 
| Deans, and Chapters, Archdeacons and others, 
and entered into a ſolemn League and Co- 
venant to admit them no more; they took 
away all their Eſtates both in the Univer- 
ſity, Cities and Country, and kept them in 
their own Hands; they aboliſhed our Litur- 1 
gy, and overturned all; and then pleaded 

a Pag. 56. » Pal Ixxxiii. 12. 
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againſt Liberty of Conſcience, when it was 


1 in their Power to grant it, as the Limb of 
Ami. cbriſt and the Spawn of the Devil. The 
Preſbyterians having all in their Hands, the 


Independents quarrelled with them, and fo 
took all away again; whilſt others took the 
Advantages of theſe Diviſions, brought in 
King Charles the Second, and ſo our Conſti- 
tution was reſtored both in Church and State. 
This being nothing to thy Purpoſe, I aſked, 
Whether any thing had happened fince? He 
told me, that in King Charles the Second's 
Time, there were ſecret Contrivances to bring 
in Popery, in the next Reign, by ſetting on the 


Clergy againſt the Diſſenters, and by pro- 


ſecuting the Diſſenters for their private Meet- 
ings. And my Parſon, who is a moderate 
Man, ſaith, that ſuch Things are not to be 


juſtified. King James coming to the Crown 


declared for Liberty of Conſcience, not out 
of Love to the Diſſenters, but to bring in 
Popery. The Diſſenters made Addreſſes to 
him from all Parts of the Kingdom, pro- 
miſed to ſtand by him with their Lives and 
Fortunes, and to ſend ſuch Repreſentatives 
to Parliament, as ſhould take off the Teſt 
penal Laws, our only Security at that 
Time under God againſt Popery. When the 
Volumes wrote by the Clergy of the Church 
of England againſt Popery at that Time, con- 
ſiſt of ſeveral Folio's, all which were wrote 
by thy Friends, might then be bought for 
Eighteen- pence. Indeed our Friend William 

5 85 D 2 5 Penn, 
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Penn, was as great with King James, as any 


of the Reſt; but this is under the Roſe. In 


ſhort we were all mad. This made King 
James mad, and he thought that he could 
bring in Popery upon our Shoulders, and ſo 
we ruined him; and thee and thy Friends 
are now as mad as ever they were, if others 


would but truſt them. But the Thanks, 
which are due to them, are no more than 


what 1s due to another, who ſhould break a 
Man's Head, and give him a Plaiſter; to 
one who ſhould throw a Man into a Pit, 
and then in cool Blood pull him out again, 
for fear of being hang'd for the Murder; or 
to an unſkillful Pilot, who runs the Ship 


upon a Rock, and then by endeavouring to 


ſave himſelf, faves the reſt of the Company. 
It was not Love to the Church of England, 
but a Senſe of our own common Danger, 
which made us all fo readily embrace our 


glorious Deliverer. And therefore, Friend 


Chandler, thou oughteſt nor to invent ſuch 


Stories of thine own, which diſcover thoſe 


T ruths, that ſhould rather be concealed. 
1 aſked my Parſon, what thou meaneſt 


by the Ordinances of Chriſt, which ought 


new to be reſcued from an abandoned Proſti- 
#uticn? He ſaith, that preaching the Word 
of Ged is one of the Ordinances of Chriſt, 


which is proſtituted by thee, to vent thy 


Spleen and Malice, to talk of News-Papers, 
to rail at the Church of England, and to 
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to reſcue it from ſuch a Proſtitution. 
Tue thinks, that that was not thy Meaning; 


[a2] 


7 meddle with State Politics; fo that the 


Place, where thou holdeſt forth, cannot now 
be called a Pulpit, but the Bar, where thou 
| ery as a Plaintiff, And it is high Time 
But 


but that thou meaneſt the Sacrament of the 


Church of England, which is baſely proſti- 
tuted by 
for the fake of a Place of Profit or Truſt, 


the Diſſenters, who come thither 


and never come to her Communion any 
more. He faith, that this is not * Diſcern- 


en, 3 
E 
3 2 SEE CR 

ER RSS. I 


ing the Lord's body, but only their temporal 
NH Advantage at ſuch a Time. 
2 knoweſt it, ſo thou oughteſt in Conſcience, 
if thou haſt any, to warn thy Congregation 
of their Danger 
Z Partaker with others in their Sins, and fo fall 
together into the ſame Condemnation. If thou 
2 meaneſt, 
2 crament in the Church of England, ſo they 
= Purpoſe, unleſs thou canſt prove it by par- 
= ticular Inſtances, and eſpecially that the 


And as thou 
, leſt b thou ſhouldeſt be a 


that wicked Men receive the Sa- 


in thine. Burt this is nothing to the 


3 Clergy of the Church of England know them 
to be ſuch, when they adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to chem. 


© Repent therefore of this thy wickedneſs, and 


2; pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee: For I perceive, that 
bon art in the gall of outerneſs, and in the 
bond of iniquity. 


Cor. Xi. 29. Acts viii. 22, 23. 


1 Tim, v. 22, 
| We 
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We orant that the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper may be ſo proſtituted, that wicked 


Men may receive it, and they partake of all 
other Ordinances at the fame Time. The 
prayer of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord, but how canſt thou keep them from 
Joining with thee. Thy preaching may be 
the ſavour of death unto death to ſome, and 


| yet thou mayeſt not be accountable for that. 


Among the Jeus God hated Heir new Moons 


and their appointed Feaſts, But that only 


called for a Repentance among the People, 


but not an Alteration of their Laws. If 


profligate Wretches receive the Lord's Sup- 


Per, detect their Vices, and puniſh them for 


it, and let them be turned out with the 


greater Contempt from thoſe Places, which 
they have yet, and this will be the Way to 


do the Nation much greater Service. 
However, after all, it is owned by all, 
except us, that the Receiving the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper, even in the Church of 


England, is a great Inducement in itſelf to 


a ſober and religious Life. A Man can 
hardly come there, but he has ſome pious 
Thoughts, and holv Reſolutions for the Fu- 


ture, and it may happen that God's Spirit 


may work upon their Hearts, and cauſe them 
to repen: and amend, If fo, it may be hap- 


py for ſuch, that they were brought thither, 


if not, their Condemnation will be the 
greater, and they can only blame them- 


telves. 


1 
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As to what thou wouldeſt inſinuate, 
XZ thar the Teachers of thy Perſuaſion are PiL 
lars in the Church of God, I ſhall not deny 
it, and particularly that thou thy ſelf art 
one (not of Marble, for I doubt, thou canſt 
not weep as thou oughteſt to do) but whe⸗ 
ther of other Stone, or of Wood may ad- 
mit of a Debate. But if thou canſt not at- 
tain b 0 tbe Honour of the firf three, which 
will be beſt known, when their Sermons 
are printed, thou mayeſt be allowed to bea 
Caterpillar. 

My Parſon faith, That thy making Timo- 
1 tby a Pillar and Ground of the Truth is falſe 
Grammar. For as Timothy was the Perjor 
1 | ſpoken to, the Words ſhould have been 5 & 
3 not nts is, who art, not which is, (theſe are 
his Marks, for I do not underſtand them.) 
| He is obliged to thee for thy Criticiſm, for 
| he did not know, that Timothy was of the 
3 Feminine Gender, till he had ſeen thy Ob- 
| of ſervations. 

: The Sum of thy Argument, is this, Ti- 
3 e was a Pillar and Ground of Truth 
in the Church as a Teacher among them, 
5. 1 and James, Fon and Peter ſcemed to be 


irit Pillars, now T according to Scripture, every 
em 5 ticular Congregation of Chriſtians is a dij- 
ap- * tint and proper Church. So that every 
ier Teacher i in every Congregation zs the Pil. 


the q 2 and Ground of Truth. Every Teach- 
er is now made a Pope, and the Con- 
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troverſy with the Church of Rome is reduced 
to this. They are juſtly blamed for bs | if 
up one Pope, and thou. wouldſt ſet up a 
hundred Thouſand. 

I am ſure, that thou oughteſt to crave my # 
Pardon, and the Pardon of thoſe, who read 
| this Paper, for the many Impertinencies, and 
FL Trouble, which thou giveſt us by comparing 
* this Paper with thy own, at the Loſs of too 
1 much Time. What others may do I know - 
WE not, but for my Fart, I freely give it thee ; 
1 for I bear no Malice. * 
5 come now to the Concluſion of thy Diſ- . 
| courſe, Thou ſayeſt *, That we ought to be 
ſenſible of the Neceſſs 179 of a flronger Union a4. 
"mongft all Proteſtants. Why then doſt thou 
1 thy ſelf widen the Breach, and arraign the 
My Church of England as guilty of Popiſh Prin- 
jt i | ciples, notwithſtanding my Parſon ſaith, that 
bl ſhe is fully cleared of that Charge, in the 
hoo called, The London Caſes, and in a ſet 
'A | Diſcourſe on that Subject. Thou fſayeſt, 
8 That we ſhould be all willing by the Senſe of 
mt our Danger to take away every Occaſion that 
11 may divide or diſcontent us. This muſt be done 
by ſome Method, which will bring us all to 
be one and the ſame Communion, and wil! 
be a glorious Act indeed. To take away e- 
7 very Occaſion that may diſcontent us is im- 
Ml poſſible; for thy Friends were never con- 
1 tented, and never will be. The moſt pro. 
bable Method is to put all upon a Level, 
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duced 2» F ad then the next Contention is, who ſhall 
. get the Uppermoſt? Thy Succeflor arraigns 
4 the Church of England in the ſame Manner 
gas thou haſt done, and lays to her Charge 


Ve my a Thing, that ſhe is not guilty of at this 
read Time, in theſe Words , It is therefore un- 
s, and N accountable, that any, who call themſefves Pro- 
paring = .ſhould be fond of deriving the Validi- 
of too xy of their ſacerdotal Functions through the 


know 7 Wore and corrupt Channel of the Church of 
5 , ? Rome, which hath been ſo often cut off from 
4 ts Fountain, and is fo far from the Apoſto- 
y Diſ- Flick Purity, that it ſeems for ſeveral Ages to 
to be have had no other Parent than the Mother of 
on a= 1 ZHarlors, and Abominations of the Earth. 
My Officer ſaith, that this is another De- 
claration of War, and looks as if the De- 
Tr of the Lecture is to undermine the eſta- 
bliched Church, and then to blow it up as 
with Gunpowder, which ought to have been 
dose. before the Alarm was given. And that 
this muſt make them more averſe to the 
Lernens of future Favours. My Parſon ſaith, 
that if there are any more ſuch Sermons print- 
ed. he and ſeveral others will publickly expoſe 
chem! in ſome Weekly Paper; and I deſire 
Y chat thou wouldeſt give them Notice of it, 
to prevent any Miſchief. The ſame Au- 
cher“ aſks a Queſtion to this Purpoſe. Shall 
other People be aſleep, whil/? the Enemy is cut- 
| 13 away the Ground from under their Feet? 
4 Or can Men expect future Favours, when 
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they make ſo ill a Uſe of what they have 


already? Th 
There is a Plea, which is uſed in Favour 


of the Diſſenters, which I ſhall ſtate and 
anſwer in the ſame Author's Words, They 


tell us, that their Natures are now changed, 


and their Principles not ſo fierce and bloody as 
formerly. Are they ſo ? Then may the Ethi- 
opian change his sin, and the Leopard his 
ſpots. And then may theſe Sermons be al- 
lowed to be preached againſt Popery with- 7 


out any other ſiniſter Deſign. However the 


Church of England hopes for, and indeed be 


expects much better Things from them. 


How far the Diſſenters of thy Perſuaſion 7 


1 


are allowed in England may be ſeen in Scot- 


land. When King WMilliam came to the 
Throne, they utterly refuſed to chooſe him 


King unleſs he would utterly aboliſh Epiſco- 


_ facy, the Liturgy, and every Form of Eſta- 


bliſhment. The Clergy were all turned our, 


and forced to beg their Bread in England, 


No one could go into the Church there to 
officiate as ſuch, but he was peited with 
Stones by the Rabble, and in Danger of his 
Life. King William was under a Neceſlity 
to grant it, which raiſed a Diſcontenc in 
England, and was the fatal Occaſion of all 
the Troubles in his Reign. And, oh! char 


no King may be diſtreſſed as he was, by | 


hearkning to thee and thy Friends, at ſuch 
critical Junctures. But are they eaſy now 
| 2 pig. 38. | 


In 
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A TE: 
in Scotland? No, nor ever will be. They 
have ruined the Church of England there 
avour entirely. And now they are aiming at the 
and Rights of the Laity, and attempting as hot- 
They * ly as before, to take to themſelves all Claims 
anged, to Preſentations. Thou wilt ſay, thy Friends 
dy as in England are not of the fame Temper, and 
Ethi- I believe thee. For it is not yet Time for 
rd his them to ſhew themſelves. 
be al. What thou calleit *, Every Occaſion of 
with- 7 Diſcontent, thy Succceſſor calls negative 
er the Diſcouragements, which may ſerve to ex- 
ndeed palain thy Meaning, and both together ſhews, 
that every negative Diſcouragement ought to 
laſion be taken out of the Way, ſo that they muſt 
Scot-. be diſtinctly conſidered. 5 
) the Hirt, The Teſt and Corporation Act; 
him and, Secondly, The Reſtraining of thy Friends 
piſco- from all Preferments in the Church of Eng- 
Eſta- land without Reordination, muſt be taken a- 
I out, way. As for theſe my Parſon thinks, that 
gland. there is no need of it. All thy Friends here 
re to in the Country, readily comply with theſe 
with Things, when the leaſt Profit or Truſt calls 
f his them to it, whether they be Preachers or 
effiry Laymen. We think it to be ſo in all the 
at in Kingdom. And our Countrymen ſay, that 
f all there is no Occaſion to take down a Stile, 
that which is ſo ealy to get over. But if thy 
„ by Friends would take Example by our Friends, 
ſuch there would be no Occaſion for the Con- 
ß CE 
3 Pag. 54. b Pag. 37. 
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Another great Diſcouragement is, the Veſt. | 2 
ing of ſo much Lands in Biſhops, Deans, Uni:. 
verfities, &c. which ought to be ſhared alike, * 
This I ſhould not oppoſe, and think it a good 
Thing, if all Parties could be brought to agre 
to it. There was antiently ſome of , thy 
Friends, called Auabaptiſts, who taught, that 
all Chriſtian Men's Eſtates, ought to be held 
in common. This would have been a great 
5 Encouragement to the Poor, but the Miſ- 
1 | chief was, that the Rich could not be brought 
1 to agree to it; and ſo the Deſign miſcarried, 
| and I fear, that thy Scheme will labour 
| under the ſame Difficulty. But thou and 
thy Friends cannot be truſted with thoſe 7 
iN Eſtates any more, becauſe when they had 
IN |! - them, they ſnarled one at another, like fo 1 
þ many Dogs about a Bone, and fo they loſt 
| them. But J fancy, that if ]and my Friends 1 
14 could once come at them we ſhould agree 
| moſt lovingly to ſhare them among ourſelves, * 
{| and not ſo readily Parr, with what we had 
1 got. 3 
11 There are many more 5 of Diſ. 23 
208 content, Which I ſhall not reckon up, and 
bl. therefore ſhall confine myſelf to the firſt, ® 
Pa |: |: as that which is moſt talk'd of both in 
ol i Town and Country, even the repealing of 
the Teſt and Corporation Act. And. 
bere I pretend not to direct thoſe worthy Gen- 
5 lemen, wha are in the Direction of the pub- 
11 Article the 38th of the Church of England. » Th © 
rok it! Heron, pag. 56 1 
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a good 
O agree 
ture to ſay, That our Friends look upon 
Z ourſelves, as much happier under the Church 
be held ® 
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Gen- 
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pub 
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lich 
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lick Afairs, much leſs the whole Body of 
the Church of England, how or when to 
act. May the God of Wiſdom always direct 
= hem, for the Welfare of Religion and the 


Peace of the Nation. Yer this I will ven- 


of England than ever we ſhould be under 
thee and thy Friends, if a Change ſhould 


happen, which God forbid. So that any 
Steps, which they take, will make us jea- 
lous of farther Deſigns, and act againſt 
thine for the future. Secondly, It is no way 
proper for thy Friends to apply for any 


Alterations at this Time. Theſe are dan- 


gerous Experiments, and here are too many 


evil Spirits among us, and how far it may 
embroil the Nation, no one can foreſee. A 
War is kindled in moiſt Parts of Europe, and 
what will be the Event no one knows. But 


if ſuch deſperate Attempts ſhould make an 


Inſurrection at home, or bring on an Inva- 
ſion from abroad, we may be all ruined, 
and it will be no Comfort to ſay, You did 
not think, that things would ever have came 
to this. So that no Attempts of this Nature 
ſhould be made, but in the Time of a ge- 


neral and a laſting Peace. And as thou and 


thy Friends have ſhewn their Spleen againſt 
the Church of England in ſuch a virulent 
Manner, and made her little better than 
Popery, ſo if ſuch an Act ſhould paſs, which 
thou aimeſt at, my Parſon faith, that it will 
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make many more thouſands of Men diſcon- | 3 


tented under the Government, than ever it 


will bring. over. Thirdly, It is a Method, 


which may ruin the Diſſenters themſelves, 1 


My Parſon ſaith, that the Caſe in the * 
Church of England | is this. They are all for 


| WR... — 


the preſent Conſtitution both in Church ang 
State, and they look upon both Papiſts and 
Diſſenters as their Enemies. Some think, 
that the Papiſts are the moſt dangerous Ene- « 
mies, fearing what they may do. Others j 


think, that the Diſſenters are the moſt dan- 
erous Enemies, as knowing what they have 
done. And this makes them divided among 
themſelves. The greateſt Number of the 
Church of England by far, look upon the 
Church of Rome as her worſt Enemy at 
this Time ; and this occaſioned the happy 
Conſequence in our late Election for Par- 
liament Men. But ſhould the Diſſenters 
make a Buſtle at this Time, and theſe 
Wars ſhould put the Nation free at laſt 
from the Fears of Popery, and a Popiſh 


Pretender, and fix us in a laſting Peace, the Þ 


Church of England will join to a Man a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, who of their own ſingle 
Intereſt cannot chooſe one Member of Par- 
liament throughout the whole Kingdom. 


And into what a Pickle muſt the Diflenters ©® 


bring themſelves and us by thy Inſtigation, 
1 dread to think, unleſs our Friends turn a- 
bour and forſake thy Friends before it is too 
lare; if chou doubteſt the Truth of theſe 
T hings, = 
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9 Things, aſk the moſt moderate Clergyman 


thy Satisfac- 
%. 


The Briefs in this Kingdom, which are 


lodged in the ſeparate Meetings may ſatis- 
all for fy thy Curioſity. Where it may be obs 
ch and  ferved, that all our Aſſemblies do not a- 
ts and mount to the fifth Part of the Parochial 
think, Churches. 
Ene- 


9 it is little better. But the taking away the Teſt 
and Corporation Af, is like taking away G1- 


And if their Subſtance may be 
ueſſed at by their Charitable Collections, 


X braltar or Oran from the Spaniards, who 
will never be eaſy till they have it again, 
or are more ſoundly beaten. Thy Friends 
alone, without joining with the Church of 
England, tho' now divided, have not car- 
7 ried one Election in any Part of England, 
of which thou mayeſt be ſatisfied upon In- 
quiry, and what can they do, if the others 
were united. 
retake the Ground, which they happen to 
loſe, it will be a Difficulty to make them 


And ſhould they by Force 


Neither canſt thou depend upon 


leave thee in the Lurch, as Rats run away 


from a falling Houſe, and then thy Friends 
muſt ſhift for themſelves. And, verily, I ſay 
unto thee, that our Principles are much a- 
= gainſt fighting for any Party or Government; 
and it is contrary to our Conſtitutions. 


Thirdly, The Diſſenters Conduct at this 


Time doth not deſerve ſuch a Favour from 


the 
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the Gs. When r hath been 
any imaginary Fear, or Apprehenſions of 


Hardſhips, they have railed as loud againſt 
the publick Adminiſtration as any other Peo- 


ple. This political Scheme was firſt put in- 
to their Heads by a few diſcontented Per- 


ſons, one of. whom is 1 to have been 


View was to get themſelves into Places: ar | 


Court, by endeavouring to diſtreſs the preſent 


Miniſtry, and if poſſible, to turn them our. 
The Diſſenters greedily catch ar this Bait, 
which * called their Conduct very much in 
Queſtion; b fo their zeal for the Family and 


Perſon of his preſent Majeſty hath not been un- | 


interrupted, as thou ſayſt it is. 


The Craftſman was always made a of 


as a Tool to write againſt, and diſtreſs the . 
preſent Government. When he was in the WM: 
Intereſt of thy Friends, only to ſerve the 


Turn of his own Maſters, he was cried up 


for a very honeſt Fellow. But fince that 3 1 


Plot will not take, he is become a ſcandalous 
and malignant Author. When they ſaw, 
that this Plot would not take, they then 
© turned about to the Wind and Tide, and 
now make Application to thoſe very Men 
for the ſame Favour, which they intended 
to havein ſpite of their Teeth, and whether 


a Which made ſome take him for a Tool, 
That Knaves do work with, call'd a Fool. 


Pag. 56. | | | | | Hudibraſe. 
© So ſome Rats of amphibious Nature | 
Are either good for Land or Water. MHudibraſs. 
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their Conduct deſerves it, let others judge 

whom it doth concern. 

b The Church of England hath always ac- 
ed in Support of the Government upon 


It in- anly and generous Principles, and not with 
Per- iniſter Views. They (that we ſay not we) 
been have aſked for no Favours from them. And 
only e are now both contented with what we 
es at do enjoy. But thee and thy Friends act from 
reſent baſe, mercenary and ſordid Principles. They 
out. act for Alihy Lucre, and it now too plainly 
Bait, appears. They adore the * Silver Shrines, 
ch in and think, that by 55 Craft they may in- 
y and Rreaſe their Wealth. They are not perfect 
W un- and upright like Job, but if the Government 
"Whould touch any thing, which they have, 
ſe of they would curſe them to their Faces; and 
s the I ſay again, as formerly, Cur/e ye Meroz, yea, 
n the fuſe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof. And 
> the MWince this is too plainly the Caſe of thy Friends, 
d up they ſhould let others alone, and * WWhat- 
that ever ye would, that men ſhould do unto thee, 
dalous 2 wen ſo do unto them : for this is the law and 
ſaw, e propbets. 
then Fourtbly, The Teſt and Corporation Act, 
and as made in direct Oppoſition to Popery, 
Men 4 Ind under God, the greateſt Bulwark againſt 
ended * Take this away, and Popery comes in of 
xether 2 ourſe, ſhould a Popiſh Power prevail a- 
*Eainſt us. Men may contend for their Laws 
o che haſt; but it is a greater Diſcourage- 
udibraſs, 
EE ts Acts xix, 24 25 v job i. 1, 11. e Judges v. 23. 
adibraſt, tt. vii. 12. 1 | 
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ment, when their Laws are gone. This 


Preaching and Acting, as my Officer ſaith, 
is like a General, who zealouſly pretends to 


defend a Town, and at the ſame Time en- 
deavours to deſtroy the Fortifications. And 

our Countrymen do all ſay that it is not uſual # 
here, when a mad Bull or a wild Horſe breaks 
through a Hedge, to tell the Farmers, that 3 


they muſt take away all the Bounds. 


As thou art for taking away the Teſt ang 
Corporation Act; thou oughteſt to have offered 
ſomething at leaſt as an equivalent Security. 
And as the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was intended to keep out the vileſt of People 
from Offices; ſo ſhouldeſt thou have offered 
| ſomething in this Caſe for encouraging Re- 
ligion and Morality. But not a Word of 
this. Let Diſſenters come into Places, and 
let Papiſts in Diſguiſe come too. Let alſo 
the moſt atheiſtical, profane, vile, and de- 


bauched Perſons come in with them, thy 


Diſſenters will never quarrel about ſuch chings = 


as theſe, but hold all together. 


Fifthly, There are too many more People 


already looking for Places, than there are 


Places to be nad for the People. Now every #* 
one who. loſes any Place, is apt to be di- 

contented right or wrong. So that the leav- 
ing all in common is not the Way to pleaſe 
any, but to diſpleaſe more, let them be of 9 


any Denomination Whatever, 


Laſily, After all, it muſt be owned, hs 1 
this is a Caſe meerly Political, and can b 
no 


This 
ſaith, 


1ds to 
1e en- 
And 
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breaks 
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d de- 
1, thy 
things 


t alſo 


People w—_— ü 
X ho are in the Direction of the Affairs of 


re are 


ever y E | 
Council of State; I know not who they are, 


ze diſ- 


e leav- 1 
pleaſe 
be of 
do 7ake away every Occaſion, that may divide 
I, that and diſcontent them. This is as thy Succeſſor 
can by i 
no 
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no means be reckoned as a Caſe of Religion. 
The legiſlative Power may admit, whom 
they pleaſe, as capable of Offices, or ex- 
cdlude them. They muſt judge, which will 
ple aſe or diſpleaſe the greateſt Number. We 


can only pray to God to direct them, and 
quietly ſubmit to what they do. If they 
make a Law to hinder ſuch Perſons from 
fitting in the Houſe of Commons, who hath 


not three hundred Pounds a Year in free 
Land, or that no one ſhall be a Juſtice of 


the Peace in our County, who hath not an 
Eſtate of an hundred Pounds a Year, or any 
others of the ſame Nature, we find no unea- 
ſineſs about it. Why then are the Diſſenters 
the only Perſons in the World, who are 
diſcontented under reſtraining Laws? Let 
us all * tudy to be quiet, and mind our own 


thers. This will make it better for the Na- 
tion in general, and we ſhall fare never the 
worſe in particular. OL 

There is one thing more which thou men- 
tioneſt, even Þ a Set of worthy Gentlemen, 


thy Friends, that is a Club, or a Cabal, or a 


nor who gave them this Authority. But it 
ſeems * that their Buſineſs is to conſult toge- 
ther of the propereſt Methods how and when 


4 1 Theſ. iv. 11. Pag. FF.. . 
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calls it * every negative Diſcouragement for 
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religious Principles ot ſubverſive of the Foun- 
dations of Society and civil Government, We 


knew nothing of this in the Country, and 


therefore, Friend, thou oughteſt not to be 


intruſted with ſuch. Secrets, for thou canſt 
keep nothing within. So chat, as my Of- 
ficer obſerves, here are not only Wars pro- 
claimed, but alſo proper Perſons named to 
carry it on. But to let that paſs, and come to 


their Buſineſs. Theſe worthy Gentlemen have 


work enough to do. 'They mult take away 
all negative Diſcouragements. Now every po- 
fitrve Encouragement of the Clergy of the 
Church of England is a negative Diſcourage- 


ment to the Teachers of thy Perſuation; ſo 


that after all, they muſt not be left the Be- 


nefit of Zherr ſmall Tythes, for this is a poſitive 
Encouragement, and when theſe, with other 
Things of greater Value, are taken away, 


thy Friends may be contented, for ought 


we know. But, Friend, how will they be 
contented ? Thou wilt ſay, that thou didſt 9 


not mean ſo much as this. My Parſon ſaith, 


chat he allo believes it. For this is not the © 


Time to aſk it all. He adds, That when 
the Act for Toleration was depending, all 


thy Friends declared, that if they could once 
get that, they would all be contented, be 
ever thaukful to the Government, unite as 
one Man in the Defence of it, and never aſk 


2 Aea''s Sermon, pag. 37. 
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. Be any farther Favours. But now nothing 
= will content them but Places of Truſt and 
Profit. They have ſo ſcandalouſly broken 
3 their Words already, that their Words cannot 
be taken; and they are fo ſenſible of it, 
that they do not promiſe, if theſe Things 
Z ſhould be granted, that they will ever be 
contented, until all theſe other negative Dif- 
couragements are taken away. My Officer 
faith, chat when they attack a Town ſo well 
fortified as the Church of England is, they 
cannot come at the Body of the Place, but 
they firſt attack the Outworks, and ſo come 
on Inch by Inch, until they are Maſters of 
And he faith, that they ought 
well to conſider the Strength of the Place, 
and what Forces the Enemy can bring to 
their Alliance, and the Goodneſs of thy Ar- 
(for hitherto their Field Pieces are 
little better than great Blunderbuſſes,) leſt at- 
ter all they ſhould leave their Arms, Am- 
munition, Bag and Baggage behind them, 
and either ſhamefully run away, and per- 
haps be ſoundly beaten into the Bargain. 
who 
ſhould have thele poſitive Encouragements of 
Places of Honour, Profit and Truſt in the 
State, and of che Tythes, Lands, Cc. in the 
Church, when they can catch them. Thy 
Friend faith, that they muſt be given to 
all Perſons, whoſe religions Principles are not 
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ſubverſive of the Foundations of Society and ci. 
vil Government, Here he juſtly leaves out 


all Papi/ts, and brings our Friends in for a 


Share, whoſe Principles are never to bring 


our own Bodies into Danger either for or 


againſt any Government whatſoever. But 
then by his way of arguing, he brings in all 
Jetos, Turks, Arian, Socimans, Presbyterians, 
Independents, and theie of au ſorts, whether 
Subſcribers or Non Subſcribers, Arminians, or 
 Catviniſts, beſides Anabaptiſtis, Muggletonians, 
Free-Thinkers, and I know not whom, as 
well as us. This is too much, They would 
never agree among themſelves, and they who 
are diſappointed would be diſcontented. I 
fancy thy Friends alone, and our Friends, 
like Bell and the Dragon, could devour all, 
and trouble our Heads no farther about o- 


People. 


But I remember a Story in the * P/alms, 
when the Enemies of God's people did make 


 @ tumult, and they who hated them, did lift 


up their heads. They took crafty counſel, and 
conſulted againſt them. They ſaid, Come and 
let us cut them off from being a nation, and 


that the name of Iſrael be no more in remem- 


brance. They conſulted together with one con- 
ſent, and entred into a cloſe confederacy, ſay- 


ing, Let us fake to ourſelves the houſes of God 
In poſſeſſion, Here were allo Men of all 


Perſuaſions, The tabernacles of Edom and the 


2 Pal. Ixxxiii. 2, 3 4 5 6, % $4. 13, 16. 
D Ichmae- 


3 


and ci. 1 f Tſhmaelites, of Moab and the Hagarenes, 


es out Gcbal and Ammon and Amalek, the Philiſ- 
for a tines alſo with the inhabitants of Tyre. Aſſur 
> bring 4048 alſo joined with them, and the children of 
for or Lot. But they were all made like /tubble 
: But = before the wind, and their faces were filled 
In all BY with ſhame, unleſs thoſe worthy Gentlemen, 
er1ans, cho are in the Direction of thy Affairs, ſhall 
hether be fo wiſe as to leave off, before they have 
775, Or done Miſchief. 
mans, And now, Friend Chandler, I ſhall * ven- 


m, as ture to affirm, that as thou art a Miniſten of 
would the Goſpel, thou oughteſt to preach the 


Word of Truth in thy pleading Place, and 


1 lay Politicks wholly alone. As thou art a 
tends, Lover of Liberty, thou“ oughteſt not to uſe 
r all, it for a Cloak of malicrouſne/s, and remember 


3 always thy own Saying, © The abuſing Liber- 
ry to Licentiouſneſs naturally prepares the Way 


alms, for Slavery. And as thou art a Proteſtanr, 
make thou oughteſt not to ſow ſuch Diviſions a- 
1 lift mong us, tell ſo many Lies, accuſe thy 
and © Brethren falſely, and thus prepare the Way 


for Popery. I ſhall conclude with * thy own 
Words. Tho' the Obſervations, which I have 
drawn, may be diſpleaſing to ſome, ſurely it 
cannot be ſo to any, who are heartily in the 
Intereſt of the preſent Government, and our 
happy Eſtabliſhment both in Church and 
State, or Lovers of the Religion and Liber- 


EM Pag. 9 5. > 1 Pet. ii. 16. c Pag. ex. 4 PA 
fſeript at the End, © 1 4 
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Fare thee well. 


[4a + 
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of others give me neither Pain nor Fear. 


the Peace of the Nation. 
ſuch would give me real Pain. 
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Friend Neal, 
"HIS is to certify unto thee, whom 
” it may concern, that our Friends are 
very much troubled, yea, I ſay unto thee, 
W that they are grieved, and they are troubled 
in their Spirits both inwardly and outward- 
ly, and they groan from all Parts of their 
W Bodies to find, that at the End of thy Plead- 
ing, thou uſeſt a long Prayer out of the 
Liturgy, and declareſt, that both thou and 
= hey may lawfully join in the Forms of Prayer 
= and Thankſgiving appointed by publick Au- 
thority. This ſhews too plainly, that they 
are all going once more to tack about, and 
if * the negative Diſcouragements, which thou 
mentioneſt, are not removed, vou will all 
comply to the Church of England, and leave 
our Friends in the Lurch. This is an odd 
—— Way of Trimming, and we never intended 
co ſerve thy Friends in this Manner. I know, 
chat thou haſt this Proviſo, that they are 
not altered by Archbiſhop Laud. My Parſon 
ſaich, that this is no Security to us, for he 
was probably dead before thy Father was 
born. He faith, that thy Friends reckon 
bim to have been of a perſecuting Spirit, 
and ſoms ſay, that he was inclinable to Po- 


ell. 
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pery, and- that thou needeſt not to mention: 


his Name, but only to wound the preſent 
Bench of Biſhops thravgh! bis Sides, 40d Hy 
to infinuate, that they are all alike. Honeſty 
is the beſt Policy, and thou ſhouldeſt not 
have done ſo, either by us or them. But 
by thy aukward Courtſhip of one Side, thou 
diſpleaſeſt both. Repent, and do ſo no more; 


Fare thee well 
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